
Child and Vulnerable Adult Exploitation Tactical Group 
 

Keeping safe messages for key workers to discuss with service users 
 
Dear colleague, 
 
You have received this as you have been identified as a key worker involved with a 
young person or vulnerable adult.  
 
To protect vulnerable children and adults particularly over the summer period we are 
keen that there are conversations with them to give key messages that will help them 
to keep safe. 
 
You may have had these conversations anyway and  not all the key messages below 
are relevant to everyone. You are best placed to judge what is appropriate  and how 
best to communicate with your young person or adult in a way that avoids  creating a 
sense of fear. 
 
These messages have been produced following an assessment of the most common 
incidents occurring in the BCP area, particularly in the town centre and the beaches. 
Please consider discussing some or all of these messages with your young person 
or adult when appropriate. 
 
Aggressive approaches of a sexualised nature or other intimidating 
interactions with others (which may lead to violence or robbery). 
 
If the situation feels wrong or unsafe, trust your instincts and don’t wait for something 
to happen before you act. You may have individuals call out to you, ask you for 
something like a cigarette or say something to you to provoke a reaction. Ignore it 
and immediately go to somewhere safe or where there are CCTV cameras. Safe 
places include premises where there are security staff on duty, beach wardens, 
lifeguards, anybody in a uniform  (police, traffic wardens, street wardens, first aid 
workers, street cleaners etc).  
       
TELL THEM HOW YOU FEEL AND THAT YOU NEED SOME HELP TO BE SAFE 
 
The very fact that you have gone to someone may in itself cause the problem to go 
away.  
 
Thefts from property left on the beach 

 
There are people on the beaches who are looking out for bags etc. that they can 
steal from while the owners are in the sea or elsewhere. Only take property to the 
beach that you need. Cover your bags or property like phones with a towel so it’s not 
in plain sight. If there is a group of you, keep an eye on each other’s property and 
leave someone with it while you are elsewhere.    
 
Knives 

 



Sadly,  whilst most people carry knives because it makes them feel safe, the 
opposite is true. Most people who are stabbed are stabbed with either their own knife 
or because they have produced a knife themselves.  Don’t carry a weapon and if you 
are worried about someone you know carrying a weapon, tell someone you trust or 
let Crime Stoppers know on 0800 555 111 or use their online report form by 
searching Crime Stoppers. No one will know it’s you and you may save a friend’s life.  


